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was able to report that the tide had turned, and to make handsome
acknowledgment to aU who had contributed to the result:
" It was very largely due to the efforts of the Liberal Insurance
Committee, but it was also due to the staunchness, the loyalty the
courage of the Liberal members in the Ho«a of Commons, that we
withstood the tide. Never for a single momlp was there any flinching
or wavering, and, as for my colleagues in the Cabinet, let me say here
that I never heard a single syllable of doubt, of hesitation, or complaint
They were perfectly unanimous. They gave me their support with
cheerfulness from beginning to end. Above all, let me acknowledge the
support I received from our great Chief. There are parties in this country
that run away from their principles like hares at a single adverse by-
election. That is not the Liberal Party. We lost by-election after
by-election; we received startling defeats, almost stunning defeats.
But our majorities (in the House of Commons) never dropped. No one
said, ' For Heaven's sake, drop the Bill.' They just set their teeth and
said, e Here is something to believe in, something to risk defeat for' "
(National Liberal Club, 17th Jan,, 1913.)
n
In the same year and also at the instigation of Mr. Lloyd George,
another Committee got to work under the Chairmanship of Mr.
Arthur Acland, to prepare a scheme of Land Reform for submission
to the Cabinet. That produced an elaborate Report on the Rural
Land Question ending up with proposals which were accepted in
substance by Ministers, and made the basis of the " Land Cam-
paign " which Mr, Lloyd George opened at Bedford in the second
week of October 1913. The Report1 was published in the same
month, a/nd though there have been other Reports since then,
few have surveyed the ground more completely or made proposals
which, go more to the root of the matter. This was not Asquith's
child, but he took a benevolent interest in it from the beginning
and was informed of all stages of the Inquiry and of the conclusions
Report o/ the Land flngufoy Committee. Vol. I, Bural. Hodder and
Stoughton. Is, It proposed to set up a Ministry of Land with large powers to be
exercised by Commissioners, acting judicially* over Small Holdings, Land Purchase,
disputes between landlord and tenant affecting the proper development of the
resources of land j reclamation, afforestation, and development. The Commissioners
were to flac rainimum wages for labourers in different districts, and to regulate their
hours of labour, and were to be armed with the power of compulsory jmrohase^at
a fair price in order to provide allotments and small holdings. Farmers given notice
to qufi were to be awe to appeal to the Commissioners who could award them
compensation for disturbance of goodwill, if they thought his notice capricious or
im*aV The small farmer was to have the right of having his rent revised by the
Commissioners, and the large farmer of appealing to them against the raising of his
tent or in ease of severe depression. A complete survey was to be made of the land
o! the oowxtuy and special provision made for rural housing.

